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issues of women in the re gion,
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Research Projects sanctioned by ICSSR.
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of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada
University, Aurangabad. She wrote two
books focusing contribution of women in
the journey of women emancipation.
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-l,wd fﬁ? The new education policy which was approved by
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% D the union cabinet and the Human Resource Development
The (HRD) ministry has renamed as education ministry another
ikt major change is that there will be single regulator for all the

ilities higher education and M Phil to be discontinued.
ed in The main agenda behind introducing the same is the
3 or need of the hour and it will prepare the students to face the
Nlike challenges of the new world. The New Education policy
Jme will promote skill based education and enhance the
irds practical skills of the students.
Hic The new ministry says that the new education
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policy will play an important role in making India self-
reliant and the aim of this new policy is to strengthen
research and innovation in the country.

- INTRODUCTION:

; National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was
approved by the Union Cabinet on 29" July 2020, The

policy lays out a vision for the future of education in India
ut the levels of preschool and higher education.

The policy signifies a huge milestone for India’s
liducation system, which will certainly make India an
ttractive destination for higher education worldwide. The
policy is based on the pillars of “Access, Equity, Quality,
Affordability, and Accountability” and will transform India
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in to vibrant knowledge hub. The National Education
Policy 2020 emphasizes systemic and Institutional
improvements to regulation, governance and promotion of
multi disciplinary academics and research in Indian higher
educational institutions.

At the higher educational level also National
Educational Policy is most student centric, giving
flexibility to students to pursue their passion at the same
time enhancing their skills enabling them to become more
employable.

The National Education Policy (2020) section on

Higher Education and Higher Education Institutions (HEISs)
emphasizes on multidisciplinary education. All HEIs are
encouraged to plan to become multidisciplinary by 2030
and single streamed HEIs will be phased out over time. In
order to attain a holistic and multidisciplinary education,
the curricula of HEIs will comprise of credit based courses
with multiple entry and exit points the length of the degree
programmes are recommended to be of a 3 year duration
for a bachelor’s degree or 4 year for multidisciplinary
bachelor’s degree with research. Additionally: one can also
exit after the first year with a diploma and come back later
to complete the remaining credits for a degree.
The objectives of the article are to understand the major
reforms in higher education. National Education Policy —
2020 (NEP) is drafted with a long term vision of making
India a global knowledge super power with a focus on
inclusiveness, participation and holistic approach NEP,
2020 is third in series since independence, the first two
were introduced in 1968 and 1986 respectively.

The National Education Policy, 2020 aims to shift
towards more scientific approach to education. The policy
has risen public spending on education by the states to 6
percent of its total GDP on education.
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The major reforms in higher education are as
follows —

e National Education Policy, 2020 aims to increase
the gross enrollment ratio in higher education
including vocational education from 26.3 % in 2018
to 50% by 2035 and aims to add 3.5 corer new seats
to higher educational institutions.

e The policy envisages broad based,
multidisciplinary, holistic under graduate education
with flexible curricula, creative combinations of
subjects, integration of vocational education and
multiple entry and exit points with appropriate
certification.

e Academic Bank of Credits to established to
facilitate transfer of credits.

e Multidisciplinary  Education and  Research
Universities (MERUS), at par with IITs, IIMs to be
setup as models of best multidisciplinary education
of global standards in the country.

e The National Research Foundation will to be
created as an apex body for fostering a strong
research culture and building research capacity
across higher education.

e Higher Education commission of India (HECI) will
setup as a single overreaching umbrella body for
entire higher education, excluding medical and legal
education.

e The commission will have four independent
verticals - WNational Higher Education Regulatory
council (NHERC) for regulation, General Education
Council (GEC) for standard sitting, Higher
Education Grants Council (HEGC) for funding and
National Accreditation Council (NAAC) for
accreditation, Public and Private Higher Education
institutions will be governed by the same set of
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norms for regulation, accreditation and academic
standards.

* Affiliation of colleges is to be phased out in 15
years and a stage wise mechanism is to established
for granting graded autonomy to colleges. Over a
period of time, it envisaged that every college
would develop in to either an autonomous degree
granting college, or a constituent college of a
University.

¢ Under National Education Policy, there will be no
rigid separations between disciplines like Arts,
Science; Commerce etc. between curricular and
extracurricular activities, between vocational and
academic strengths students can select subjects of
their liking across the streams. Students can follow
their passion through multidisciplinary course
through multiple entry and exit.

* A National Educational Technology Forum (NETF)
would be created and e- courses will be developed
in eight regional languages initially and virtual labs
will be developed. It will be created to provide a
platform for the free exchange of ideas on the use of
technology to enhance learning, assessment,
planning, administration and so on, both for Schools
and Higher Education.

A rich variety of educational software will be
developed and made available for students and teachers at
all level (Students in remote areas and with disabilities).
The Teacher Student Ratio shall range from 1:10 to 1:20
depending on the programme. Faculty will appointed to
individual institutions and not be transferable across
institutions, so that they may feel truly invested in,
connected to, and to their institutions and community.

The flexibility afforded to students enter and exit at
multiple points and from various HEIs will, however, make
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the enrollment at higher education highly unstable and will
in turn make the fluctuating workload which is calculated
on the basis of enrollment. A fluctuating workload will
mean contractualisation of teaching positions as permanent
positions cannot be offered against a workload that might
not exist the following year.

The envisioning of National Research Foundation (NIF)

o enable a culture of research in Universities is an
acknowledgement of necessity to promote research. The
NRF will fund Research across all disciplines as also act as
a liaison between researchers and the relevant branches of
the government and the industry.

CONCLUSIONS:

Any policy is only as good as its implementation.
Such implementation will be re8/5Iuire multiple initiatives
and actions, which will have to be taken by multiple bodies
in Synchronised and systematic manner.

The policy also addresses the issue of adult and
continuous education as also creating infrastructures for
digital education. “The digital divide” is acknowledged by
NEP 2020 and its points towards the importance of
addressing concems related to equity when discussing
online and digital education. It also recommends the
creation of a dedicated unit for building of world class
digital infrastructure and educational digital content.

Some of the important benefits of New Education Policy
2020 are —

* The New Education Policy will give importance to
students practical knowledge instead of just pushing
them towards rote learning,

* It will help students to develop scientific temper
form a young age.

* The National Education Policy aims to make it
easier to setup new quality of Higher Educational
Institutes which will be at par with global standards.
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* The National Educational Policy is expected to
bring positive and long lasting impacts on the
Higher Education system of the country. The fact
that foreign Universities will be allowed to open
campuses in India is a commendable initiative by
the government. This will help the students
experienced the global quality of education in their
very own country. The policy of introducing
multidisciplinary institutes will lead to a renewed
focus on every field such as Arts, Humanities and
this form of education will help students to learn
and grow holistically. Thus the students will be
equipped with stronger knowledge base.

* The introduction of a Single Common Entrance
Test (CET) is another positive step which will
reduce the stress of multiple competitive exams and
ease off the pressure of preparing for so many of
them. It will also ensure a level playing ground for
all students applicants going for work. Establishing
Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) is definitely a
robust idea to store the Academic Credits that
students earn by taking courses from various
recognized higher educational institutions.

National Education Policy 2020 is a vision
statenent that lays out the direction in which Indian
education will move. Some of recommendations are
concert while others meet to be worked out overtime. The
efficacy of the policy document will, however, depend on
how much of an intent to implement, it is demonstrated by
the Government of the day. Bringing in relevant legislative
amendments and ordinances if required, making budgetary
allocations, and maintaining the autonomy of regulatory
and other institutions are what will create the eco system
for effective delivery of the vision National Education
Policy 2020.

This is the first education policy of the 21* century
and replaces the 34 year old National Policy on Education
(NPE), 1986. Built on the foundational pillars of access,
cquity, quality, affordability and accountability, this policy
15 aligned to 2030 agenda for sustainable development and
nims to transform India into a vibrant knowledge society
and global knowledge super power by making both school
and  college education more holistic, flexible,
multidisciplinary, suited to 21% century needs and aimed at
bringing out the unique capabilities of each student.
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